
Student Objectives 

 Identify the three main areas of Namibia where Jeff Corwin traveled on a map. 

 Follow along as Jeff travels through Namibia, noting where the animals live.  

 Create a map of Namibia, with symbols to represent each animal placed correctly on the 
map. 

Materials

 Discovery School video on unitedstreaming: The Jeff Corwin Experience: Africa: The Namibian 
Ecosystem
Search for this video by using the video title (or a portion of it) as the keyword.

Selected clips that support this lesson plan: 

 The Desert 

 A Glimpse at African Elephants 

 The White Rhino 

 The Puff Adder 

 The Dwarf Chameleon 

 The Cheetahs 

 Cape Fur Seals 

 The Black Mamba  

 Computer(s) with Internet access 

 World map showing Namibia (from either an online or print source) 

 Outline map of Namibia for each student 

 Pencils and colored pencils
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Procedures
1. Begin the lesson by showing students where Namibia is located on a map of Africa. You can 

find a map online at http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/africa.html.

2. Tell students that Jeff Corwin traveled through Namibia and saw interesting animals in three 
parts of the country—the Namib Desert, central Namibia, and the west coast of Namibia.
Explain to students that they are going to watch the video and take note of where each animal 
lives. They will then have an opportunity to indicate on an outline map of Namibia which 
animals he saw in each part of the country.

3. Pass out copies of the outline map of Namibia. It can be downloaded from 
http://geography.about.com/library/cia/blcnamibia.htm. Then show students the video The Jeff
Corwin Experience: Africa: Namibian Ecosystem, asking them to follow along and write down 
where each animal is from, preferably on a separate piece of paper. They will have time to 
transfer the information to their maps later. 

4. If you would like, you could spread this activity over three class periods, showing one segment 
during each class. In between segments, students could do additional research on the animals. 
The following sites have useful information: 

 http://www.cheetah.org/

 http://www.namibian.org/travel/wildlife.html

 http://www.reptileallsorts.com/cpardalis.htm

 http://www.game-reserve.com/namibia_namib-naukluft.html

5. After students have finished watching the video and recorded the information they need, have 
them develop a symbol for each animal. Then they can place their animal symbol on the correct 
place on the map. The symbols could be put together in a box and labeled as the key to the map.

6. Students can use the colored pencils to decorate their maps. Then put them on the bulletin 
board so that visitors can learn about the animals of Namibia.

Assessment

Use the following three-point rubric to evaluate students’ work during this lesson. 

 3 points: Students paid close attention to the video and were able to follow it; placed all the 
animals on the right place on the map; produced an accurate and attractive map showing 
where the animals of Namibia live. 

 2 points: Students paid attention to the video and were able to follow most of it; placed 
most of the animals on the right place on the map; produced a mostly accurate and 
satisfactory map showing where the animals of Namibia live. 

 1 point: Students paid little or no attention to the video; placed few animals in the right 
place; did not complete their map showing where the animals of Namibia live.
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Vocabulary

black mamba

Definition: A highly venomous snake living on the west coast of Namibia
Context: Although the black mamba is not rare, it can be elusive, so Jeff Corwin was thrilled when 
he found one. 

cheetah
Definition: A member of the feline family that lives in central Namibia; as a result of habitat loss and 
hunting, cheetahs are now endangered. 
Context: The cheetah has the distinction of being the world’s fastest land animal, making it a 
formidable predator. 

Namib Desert 
Definition: A large desert area, with sand dunes, near the coast of Namibia; it is thought to be the 
oldest desert in the world.
Context: The Namib Desert is a harsh and rugged place, but the San people know how to survive 
there and find water in hidden places. 

Namibia
Definition: A country in southwestern Africa that used to be called South West Africa
Context: Namibia is a country with unique ecosystems—from the desert to grasslands to savannahs.

white rhino 

Definition: A large mammal that is found in central Namibia; these animals can weigh as much as 
4,000 pounds, or 1,800 kilograms.
Context: Despite the massive size of the white rhino, it is hunted widely, so humans often have to 
care for orphans. 

Academic Standards

National Academy of Sciences 

The National Academy of Sciences provides guidelines for teaching science in grades K–12 to 
promote scientific literacy. To view the standards, visit this Web site: 
http://books.nap.edu/html/nses/html/overview.html#content. 

This discussion guide addresses the following science standards: 

Grades K-4
 Life Science: Organisms and environments

Grades 5-8
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 Life Science: Populations and ecosystems, Diversity and adaptations of organisms 

National Council for Geographic Education 
The National Council for Geographic Education (NCGE) provides 18 national geography standards 
that the geographically informed person knows and understands. To view the standards online, go 
to http://www.ncge.org/publications/tutorial/standards/.

This discussion guide addresses the following national standards:

 The World in Spatial Terms: How to use maps and other geographic representations, 
tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and report information.

Mid-continent Research for Education and Learning (McREL) 

McREL’s Content Knowledge: A Compendium of Standards and Benchmarks for K-12 Education 
addresses 14 content areas. To view the standards and benchmarks, visit
http://www.mcrel.org/compendium/browse.asp. 

This discussion guide addresses the following national standards: 

 Language Arts—Viewing: Uses viewing skills and strategies to understand and interpret 
visual media; Writing: Gathers and uses information for research purposes 

Support Materials

Develop custom worksheets, educational puzzles, online quizzes, and more with the free teaching tools 
offered on the Discoveryschool.com Web site. Create and print support materials, or save them to a 
Custom Classroom account for future use. To learn more, visit 

 http://school.discovery.com/teachingtools/teachingtools.html

http://www.ncge.org/publications/tutorial/standards/
http://school.discovery.com/teachingtools/teachingtools.html
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